[Increase in ornithine decarboxylase activity and polyamine levels of the rat liver during an early period of hepatocarcinogenesis].
The ornithine decarboxylase activity and the polyamine content in the fraction of plasma membranes and cytosol of the rat liver are studied in the early period (1-4 weeks) of nitrosodiethyl amine-induced hepatocarcinogenesis. The enzyme activity and polyamine levels in the cytosol of the rat liver cells are found to increase sharply during the first month of the disease, the maximum being observed the first-second week. By the end of the fourth week these indices become lower but they remain significantly higher than the normal levels. The polyamine level increases considerably in the fraction of plasma membranes with the maximum observed the second week.